Wisdom of the Legend Keeper: Special Projects Hints

This month’s hint relates to all 10 special projects.  One reason these 10 projects were chosen is that they offer a range of difficulty levels.  And since each child spends an average of four years in the program it is possible to earn all 10 special projects feathers, and the 11th large feather, by completing two or three projects a year.

Boys and girls who are younger and just starting the program would find projects 1, 2, and 3 particularly suitable.  Project 1 involves memorizing the real and Indian names of all fathers and sons/daughters in the tribe and thus helps newer members get comfortable in the group.  I’m somewhat at a loss about what to suggest for very large tribes with 15 or 20 or more families – perhaps it would be sufficient to memorize the real names of the other girls or boys.  Project 2 would also help newer members get comfortable.  Only those parts of the tribal ritual spoken by the little braves or princesses must be memorized.  The “test” should consist of an adult reading the adults-only parts while the child responds.  Participating in a community function (Project 3) can be done at any age.

Older more experienced boys and girls would find projects 4, 5, and 9 particularly suitable.  Projects 4 and 5 require a higher level of knowledge and ability to complete, and mentoring other tribal members (Project 9) is by definition something that can be done only after some experience has been gained.

Projects 6, 7, 8 and 10 are somewhere in the middle.  A younger child with a particular interest or skill may be able to tackle them just as readily as an older one.

Keep in mind that the tribal chiefs have the primary responsibility for ensuring that the criteria are met before a feather patch is awarded.  The Legend Keeper of each nation council is designated as the special projects coordinator for their nation – this is the person responsible for distributing special project patches at their respective Longhouse.  For more details about the special projects check out the Federation web site.







