Wisdom of the Legend Keeper: Special Projects Hints

This month’s hint relates to Project 10, which requires that a Native American myth or story, preferably appropriate to the tribe, to be read aloud as part of a tribal council meeting.  This project earns the little brave or princess the “black with white tip” feather.

There are various books on Native American culture that have sections about such myths and stories– a good place to start looking is at the local library.  Today’s Internet search engines can also locate material with a minimum of effort.  Each child should be given a chance to rehearse at home and learn how to pronounce all the words.  I’ve even found that they can be coached to use pauses and different tones of voice for dramatic effect.  The better the story is read, the more the listeners will enjoy it.

One story that everyone will enjoy is “Coyote, Iktome, and the Rock”.  In this case the story is so good the tribe of origin (Sioux) doesn’t really matter.  This tale of two travelers and what happens to one of them when he takes back a gift is always entertaining.  Coyote and Iktome are classic “trickster” characters who are frequently up to no good and sometimes end up being caught by their own tricks.

Keep in mind that the tribal chiefs have the primary responsibility for ensuring that the criteria are met before a feather patch is awarded.  The Legend Keeper of each nation council is designated as the special projects coordinator for their nation – this is the person responsible for distributing special project patches at their respective Longhouses.  For more details about the special projects check out the Federation web site.







