Wisdom of the Legend Keeper: Special Projects Hints

This month’s hint relates to Project 6, which requires the little brave or princess to draw six different native plants or animals and provide identification and a brief description of each organism.  Stick to a general category like trees, or wildflowers, or birds, or insects, or fish and make sure their range covers at least part of Illinois.  Lists of native trees, shrubs, wildflowers, and reptiles & amphibians are available from the Legend Keeper or on the Federation web site but you are by no means limited to the plants and animals listed.

The drawing can be as simple or as intricate as the little brave or princess wants to make it but it should portray at least one important characteristic of the plant or animal.  When drawing native trees the outline of the leaf should be made as accurate as could reasonably be expected based on the artist’s age and skill.  The same goes when drawing animals and adding coloration.  The common name should always be provided but we can leave the scientific name for the older more interested kids.  The description should consist of at least a few sentences about the plant or animal’s habitat, range, size, prey, natural enemies, and/or interesting special characteristics.

Drawings can be done on any sheet of paper but there is a special sheet for Project 6 that includes an area for the drawing along with lines for identification and a description.  Completing this project earns a white feather with a brown tip.

Keep in mind that the tribal chiefs have the primary responsibility for ensuring that the criteria are met before a feather patch is awarded.  The Legend Keeper of each nation council is designated as the special projects coordinator for their nation – this is the person responsible for distributing special project patches at their respective Longhouse.  For more information about the special projects check out the Federation web site.







