Wisdom of the Legend Keeper: Special Projects Hints

This month’s hint relates to Project 8, which requires 12 Native American symbols (and their meanings) to be drawn from memory.  This project earns the little brave or princess the “black with yellow tip” feather.

There are various books on Native American culture that have sections about written symbols – a good place to start looking is at the local library.  Today’s Internet search engines can also locate material with a minimum of effort.  Each child should be given the choice of which 12 symbols to memorize.  A good way to start the process is to have the initial drawing of the 12 symbols, and their labels, be done as the craft portion of a tribal meeting.  This drawing then becomes the “study guide” for memorization.

You might note the two “four directions” or “four winds” symbol on the main patch.  This was chosen to remind all of us of the pledges we made to each other as father and child during the Council of the Four Winds initiation. 

Another fascinating part of Native American communication was sign language, used either during the hunt when silence was essential or to enable members of different tribes to understand one another.  Memorizing 12 different sign language gestures, and their meanings, is another way to complete this project.  In fact, if the right signs are chosen, the series of signs can be used to tell a simple story.

Keep in mind that the tribal chiefs have the primary responsibility for ensuring that the criteria are met before a feather patch is awarded.  The Legend Keeper of each nation council is designated as the special projects coordinator for their nation – this is the person responsible for distributing special project patches at their respective Longhouses.  For more details about the special projects check out the Federation web site.







